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[Abstract)

As cross-strait relations become increasingly tense and China’s military
coercion against Taiwan increases, will the candidates’ cross-strait stances
affect the Taiwanese people’s voting choices in the presidential election?
And if the war of cross-strait breaks out, could the concept of rally 'round
the flag effect be used to test whether the national security issue is helpful
for the candidate of ruling party to win support from voters? We argue that
the situation of cross-strait military asymmetry and security threats may not
necessarily benefit the presidential candidate of ruling party. The voters will
consider whether Taiwan’s military has the ability to defend against China’s
invasion, whether the United States will send troops to assist Taiwan, and
the candidates’ stance on cross-strait issue in election. Based on the public
opinion survey conducted after the 2024 Taiwan presidential election, we
further conclude that the Taiwanese voters’ expectations regarding the
Taiwan’s military’s defense capabilities and whether the United States will
send troops to assist Taiwan will not only affect their stance on cross-strait
issue but also vote for the candidate whose position is similar to their own in

the presidential election.
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